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Polk Gulch neighbors invited to weigh in on potential cable
car turnaround re-vamp

By Carrie Sisto - Published on December 10, 2020,
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WO Folk Streel Commumily Denent SISTncts are Seeing communily iIngut 1o mba a proposal that could transtorm the Calitérnia Street

cable car tumarsound at van Ness Avenue Into a new parklet

Calitormia Streat is the oldest rémaining cable car ling in the gity, having first run in 1878, When Muni acquired the California Cable
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Railroad in 1952, the California Street line ran all the way [o Presicio Avenue, A% Mun implemeanted senice Changas on s new cable car
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cvsiem, the segment Debaeaen Van MNess ang FresiciD avenues Was nemoved Ingin sendice Dy 1954
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Unbke the srmaller cable cars that move [ounsts up and down Powell and Hyge streets WTHICTY CAn Oy DE ORaraied Trom ong 502 ana

require a turn-table at each end — the cars used on California Street can be operated fram both sides. That means the cars can turm
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around just by flipping a switch once they reach the end of the line

According 1o the Lower Polk and Discover Polk Community Benefit Districts. the current western terminus is just “a sudden endpdint in
the ridcile oF a Busy strast” The Dad gartriared wiath INTERSTICE Architects, headdquartérsd on nearty Sutler Streat Dabwean Larkn and

Polk. to study and propose ootions for what the eastern inters T R oY [T ot e Blaee mna el leele e Tm Fle Fror i
¥, 1O STudy and propose options for winat the asternm prseciion of Cabtornia ang Yan Ness could ook Lke i the Tutune,

During a public meeating yestarday, representates fram INTERSTICE and the Dwa CEDS comparnsd the current State o of the van Mess
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AVETIRE TN arQund To Thne b s eastern DEFMINWE, on farkel Snget

aglifornia Street Cable Car
Termirus at Von Ness

Project Site is Currently Lacking

West Terminus at Van Ness

« Traffic island w/ Shelter

+ Some sidewalk tree planting
Questionable safety

* Car dominated

By Comparison

East Terminus at Market Street
* Pedestrian Centered Plaza

+ Special Paving

~ Furnishings Amenities
Lighting

Safety Elements

Mo Cars

Comparizon of the California Lings western and eastern terminug | Images: INTERSTICE Architacts
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The arkel Streel [ernminus is “much mone pedestria ooused” with "a sense of place™ created with special paving, site turnishings, lgnting

and plantings, and, mMost importantly, o access O personal vehicles, accoraing to INTERSTICE chiel executse and managing parner Joes
Agtrachan

The ¢ity's other cable car turnardunds, on Powell, Mason, and Hyde and Beach Streats, are similarly already pedestrian-only,
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The idea to transform the stretch of California between Polk and van Mess was “first discussed many yvears ago” Erica Waltermmade, art and

peacemaking managear for the Lower Polk CBD told the meating vestérday, The two CBD:S beligve the block can "serve 4% 4 gateway™ 1o the
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loweer and middle Polk Guleh neighborhoods. aytyiE recennad a grant from the Mayor's Office of Housing and Cormmunity Development
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CONOUCT a Paper Study. Dasad on pUblic Oulredcn and SUCCesEIuL exanmnpll 1 Sdf Franciscd ang elséwneng, 1o 1dent Oposals that Could
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HMEnowee: TNe DACCH, TR van Ress AVENUE L0 Thg INterseCciion 4t FOtK @nd LaliTormia
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Project Area s
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Ine project ared DEnNg STudied Spans the eastann NTeErseciion of California and Van Mess and the western intersection of California and Polk
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FAriCIRAants O s Nignk s v riual meetin i CISCLUSSE0 NOWW L IMProve Sarely, iReninying nelgnooarndof resiclenis Rrnges, and COonSiclening
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EHOLETIL al collaborations that could Gccu

Attendees weare split into bréeak-out rooms and asked 1o consider avariety of options that could make the turfaround more of & “space;
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Arougn Coloriul paving Improved sealing and waiing oplions hat ind lude shelters and shade: | ENLINE ard £ pBarriars; and plant Ngs 10
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Mprove the Spaces sustainamlity. Satety improvements could include everything from improved crosswalks, a larger boarding glatfonm,
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SIENS Warning dnvers To '_'.lﬂ.- SENEN aporQachng tne ntersgcind ang DiEg e iNQICatiing SNanrioiss
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Gwsen the cable car nes imporance san Francistos istony and tTne Natonal Landmark Status of the cars themseies, the owo CEBDS an

Intaractad n ideme for mnrnwang tha | Fisrie =y i T rhc =i atra] HomiRlie a3t A Afthaer anan Ciirrantly Fhor = Fir b fan]
interested in ideas for improving the historical signage at the site through public art and other means. Currently. there is only a mural a

small informational sign an the Wells Fargs on the southeastern corner,

MNARRATIVE MURAL THIS
EXAMPLE COULD BE MORE
W8l EpANSIVE

HISTORICAL SIGNAGE
COULD BE IMPROVED
IMPROVE AMENITIES

MAKE CROSSWALK MORE
PROMINANT & SPECIAL
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VW NILE TRENE 15 a Small mural ana Mstoncal ssgn already. improwed Meprasantatiion oOf the Cable car s esiony CoOuUld improve tne Space
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Ne are in the very early stages.” Waltemade cautioned, "It is only an outreach and planning project. at this stage.” The two CBDs will host
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another meeting to get further comment in the first quarter of next years, and in late Q1 and early Q2, will work with INTERSTICE to pull
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LAESANEYS INLD @ Snargale CONCepy gl Will InClLde X80 ible proposals for improving e SPDACE, ASURACTEAN S, 1nen TNey Wi | move

nto A fundrais ng phase nat w I include ot r iscussion about prigfitization — what 1o implemeant and whan

You can fallow the progress and find out about future public meatings at https:flowerpolk.orgfcablecar/. In the maantime, you can anjoy
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o tx 'l O through January &, 2021, local businesses are
donating the power to gkt up 30 rees along Polk Street, starting at California Street, and the CBD is deploving two projechors 1o send
large-farmat festne images onto the Walgreens at Polk and Califdrma strests, and the old Lomband’'s Seorts lecation [Jackson and Polk
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